‘By JILL P. CAPUZZO

ELIZABETH

NSIDE the restored turn-of-the-
century train station, guests nib-
bled on Caesar salad and ad-
mired the tin ceiling. To get here,
they passed through vacant lots
strewn with rubble and pieces of
chain-link fencing, the ‘surrounding
buildings marked with graffiti. The
juxtaposition provided the perfect
backdrop earlier this month for Gov.

Jon S. Corzine to announée that the..

20 ‘acres surrounding.the midtown
_ . train’; station would become a so-
. called'transit village.

The following week, more fanfare
was ‘bestowed upon the city of Bur-

lington, which also earned transit vil-

lage status — a designation that, for
each of these two latest recipients,
included an initial $100,000 state
grant to- help support plans for
mixed-use development around their
train stations.

In the last eight years, the State

Department of Transportation has.

formally. designated 19:transit vil-
lages:‘around  New . Jersey Transit
rail and bus‘stations as part of a
“smart-growth” effort to encourage
residential and retail development at
transit hubs.

_With’the. transit village designa-

‘their transit village:statussass
portunity to help revitalizethe city’s
aging midtown. The state transpor-
tation commissioner, Kris Kolluri,
called the addition of Elizabeth “a
watershed moment” for-the transit
village program. )

But there has been mixed success
with the.program. After the press
conferences, some towns have found
hat their transit village designation,
‘which'they had hoped would be a cat-
alyst for change, did not accomplish'
all that was expected.
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txon mummpahtles are e]lglble for-; formally desig

‘concerns about -more: develop!

REDEVELOPMENT

A Move to Establish New Life Near the Station

BENEFICIARY Mayor M. James: Maley Jr.

5llingswood pomts out the

tracks from a new condo bux]t ona former lumberyard near the station.

And, as more towis Toal
cluded in'the-program:
elected officials are facing
position from residents.”'Opponents
say they do not want any more traf-
fic and development near 'the train
stations, which they sa are. already
too crowded and offer ade-
quate parking fo! ommuters.
Plans for 300 ]

were. recently

have to recogmze th
population is‘growin,
actly the kind!ofdev
want.”

cials began holdmg pubhc Workshups

last week jon plans o develop 350%

train station, which has enough park-
ing for only half of the station’s 7,000
daily commuters. The waiting list for
a parking permit is seven years.

State financing for the program is
also an issue. From 2002 to 2005, the
program received $1 million annu-
ally, but no state money was ear-
marked for:transit villages for the
current fiscal year. The state has,
howevet; identified $2 million.in fed-
eral funds that can be used for trans-
portation and air-quality studies re-
lated to transit villages.

somewhat arbitrary, ranging
fror $650,000 for Metuchen to
nothing for Net¢ong.

“There’s been no standardization
of what you’re going to get with this
designation,” said Jan Wells, an as-
sistant ‘research professor at the
Alan M. Voorhees Transportation

Center at Rutgers University. “In re- -

ality, the carrots they are putting out
there now,are probably. federal dol-
lars.”

Some’ communmes have found the
designation helpful. The mayor of
Collingswood, M. James Maley Jr.,

around an already overcrowded:

aid that his town received no addi-
onal funds when it was first named

designation did prov1de everage for
other state grants.
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ONTRACK

In Collingswood,
which has state
transit village
status, a train
passes near a cluster
of newly built
condominiums.

“Unfortunately, there hasn’t "al-
ways been money attached,” Mr.
Maley said, “but it gives you brownie
points that can get you money from
other departments for studies and
planning.”

The designation also increases the
potential to attract private dollars.

“Developers see towns designated
as transit villages as much friendlier
places, there’s a welcome mat out-
side,” Ms. Wells said. “And towns
say, now that I'm a transit village,

However, she said, itwi

that have spent years planning afid
building community support.

Such is the case in Col]mgswoodg
which has transformed its down;
town. In the next several weeks, resit
dents will begin moving into the first
of 119 luxury condominiums being
built on the site of an old lumberyard
a few blocks from the train station. ‘J

In Rahway, a $16 million renova:
tion of the train station has spawned
development of 86 town houses along
the river, as well as plans for a 15-
story mixed-use development, ink
cluding 20,000 square feet of retaj
space, a 102-room hotel and 200 co i
dominiums. :

For every success story like Col-
lingswood or Rahway there . a\e
stalled transit villages, like the one i
Pleasantville, whéie the-area around
the bus station“has little appeal to
private developers, or at the Mata:
wan-Aberdeen station, where plans
for 500 new homes have been blocked
by disagreements between the two
municipalities.

One problem has been in trackiné
which projects are working and
which are not. Reporting require
ments for transit villages have beei}
strictly voluntary, said Ms. Wells,
whose office has been in charge o
monitoring the program since 20024
This year she received annual. rg‘
ports from 9 of the 17 previou
named transit villages. : ...

“Some just don’t hav anythl
say,” Ms. Wells said. thers
don’t have the staff to
all the information that
and that is a problem.”
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